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The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Laetare Sunday

Year A
March 15, 2026
First Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Second Reading:  Ephesians 5:8-14
                                Gospel: John 9:1-41
Preached by The Rev. John A. Satula

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit

Amen.

Happy Refreshment Sunday!  Happy Mid-Lent Sunday! Happy Rose Sunday!  Happy Mothering Sunday!  Happy Laetare Sunday!  Like its twin, in Advent, Gaudete, Laetare means rejoice!  It was with the word Laetare, that the Latin mass began on this day.  In this austere season of our Church, one marked by repentance, fasting, self-denial, the Church established on this Sunday a day of rejoicing and refreshment, as we have reached the mid-way point of Lent, meaning Easter is now on the horizon.  On this day we may relax, not abandon, but relax our acts of penitence.  Gaudete was established for the same purpose in Advent, the other penitential season of the Church, a season that also was once 40 days.  Today the clergy wear Rose colored vestments, which is a lighter shade of violet, the primary color of the season.  Flowers may return to the altar area.  In England, today is the traditional day you would visit Mother Church which might represent the Cathedral or oldest Church in the area.  Rejoicing today, is a way, an important way, for us to prepare ourselves as we look toward the second half of the season, Holy Week, and the Easter Triduum; Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Vigil of Easter, the holiest time of year for Christians.     

We believe Jesus’ ministry occurred over a three-year period in St. John’s Gospel.  This is based on the three separate Passover celebrations that occur in his Gospel.   Each of these celebrations were marked by powerful acts; Jesus cleansing the Temple of the cheating and iniquity being practiced, Jesus’ feeding five thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fish, commemorated on our paten and chalice during this season, and finally Jesus’ Resurrection, which occurred during the Passover season.  Our Gospel opens today deep within John’s Gospel, during the third year of His ministry.  Jesus is walking with His disciples on the Sabbath in Jerusalem when they encounter a man born blind and Jesus performs His sixth and penultimate sign, miracle, opening the eyes of the blind man. 

We hear the blind man profess, “Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.”  This miracle is found in all four Gospels.  Sometimes in Youth Jeopardy, we have the category of Jesus Christ.  One of the answers in this category has been, this is the only miracle found in all four Gospels.”  The correct response is, “what is the feeding of the five thousand?”  While opening the eyes of a blind person can be found in all four Gospels, unlike the feeding of the five thousand, each of these is a distinct event.  However, the Gospels all record the miracle of Jesus opening the eyes of the blind, denoting its grace, its power, as well as its revelation.  Revelation, whereby Jesus reveals His Messiahship and the revelation which John surrounds this entire miracle account around, God’s love and care and compassion for us.


Jesus and His disciples travel through the area, they come upon a blind man and the disciples’ immediate thought, immediate reaction, immediate question of Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that He was born blind?”  Jesus broke bread with outcasts and sinners, with tax collectors and prostitutes and was ridiculed by society for consorting with such people.  As reviled as these people were, the blind man was more so.  Not only was he a sinner, but because of his ailment, it was believed he was being punished by God for some notorious sin he or his family had committed.  It was a commonly held belief in Jesus’ time that God punished those for sins.  It was a commonly held belief in Jesus’ time and in many instances, it is still a commonly held belief.  Perhaps not held so much by society any longer, but individually.  I can remember difficult times in my life asking, why is God doing this to me?  Jesus responds to the disciples and to us, that God does not cause affliction, nor does God bring about affliction, but acts with compassion and care and love towards us in our afflictions.


This is a long account.  And it is even longer than meets the eye.  We end at what has become the conclusion of chapter 9 in John’s Gospel but Jesus keeps talking, He keeps talking into chapter 10, leading us into the Good Shepherd narrative.  There is a lot happening in this account; the disciples misunderstanding, Jesus’ teaching, Jesus’ healing’, the reaction and disbelief of the townspeople, the man formerly blind before the Pharisees, his parents before the Pharisees, the man again before the Pharisees, the man being cast out as the Pharisees hold to the belief that because he was born blind – he was “born entirely in sins,” Jesus finding the man and the man worshipping Jesus, and then Jesus’ warning to the Pharisees against pride and arrogance.  There is a lot happening.  One important aspect that we must remember, that ties back to John surrounding this sign in the revelation of God’s love and care and compassion for us, it is the Sabbath.  Jesus performs this healing on the Sabbath, on God’s holy day.  This point is not lost on the Pharisees, however for the wrong reasons.  They know that this healing happened on the Sabbath and they are infuriated.  They are not joyful this man’s suffering has been quenched, both in a physical sense and in a practical sense, as his ailment was the cause of his need to beg and homelessness.  They do not care that his sight has been restored, all they are concerned with, is who committed this sin, of doing work on the Sabbath, by healing this man, showing us just how warped God’s holy Law had become, that God would ever want suffering.  Jesus could have performed this act on any of the other six days of the week, however by performing this act on the Sabbath, Jesus shows, this act is holy.  Jesus does not only restore the man’s sight, or perform a miracle, but He continues fulfilling God’s Law.  What could be more holy, what could be more in keeping with God’s will, than bringing healing and refreshment and comfort to another, especially on God’s holy day.  God’s will is defined by showing forth God’s love which we do by proclaiming the Good News, the Good News today as Jesus shows us, is that God draws close to us in our joy, and in our affliction and pain, always.

This passage is about healing, revelation, presence, God’s holy presence.  It is a blessing to hear this passage during Lent.  We can sometimes get lost, bogged down in the overall austere, somber, penitential aspects of this season.  This passage helps us to reflect on another important aspect of Lent, our relationship with God.  I implore us, not to be frightened to discern this relationship.  We sometimes may fear God is a stern and wrathful God, one who is angered by us.  In this beautiful passage, God is revealed in compassion and care and love, intervening in our affliction.  God is not the author of our ailments but intervenes to sustain us through the presence of Christ.  We may not find the miraculous healing the blind man did, we may not find immediate relief in our struggles, what we find, is Jesus Christ, walking next to us, standing by us, abiding with us.  Let us rejoice today.  Let us rejoice.   Allow ourselves to rejoice knowing the love of God surrounds us always, both in our pain and when our life feels like it is on a downward spiral, let us rejoice as we carry forth the Good News telling of our good and loving God, and let us rejoice as we await the miraculous healing the blind man received, promised to us all by God, a promise illumined by Resurrection Glory.  
To God be Glory, Majesty, Honor and Praise 

forever and forever.  Amen.
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