PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

December 10, 2017
Today’s flowers are given to the Glory of God and in 
Memory of the Birthdays of 

Camden Imhoff & Ruth Imhoff Schuler

by Cindy & Donnie Janik

“The Giving Tree”:  As you enter our double red doors you will find in our Narthex, “The Giving Tree.”  Please bring in new mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and socks of all sizes and colors for men, women, boys and girls for their Christmas stockings and gifts that will be given to those in need.  Donations are accepted up to Sunday, December 17th. 

The Greening of the Church:   Join us after the 10am service on Sunday, December 17th for our annual Greening of the Church.  We will decorate the inside and outside of our church building and grounds with Christmas Greenery and decorations.  

Blue Christmas Service:  While for many the Advent and Christmas seasons are a joyous time, for many they can be a very difficult and sad time.   On Thursday, December 21st at 7:00pm we will have what is known as a Blue Christmas Service.   It is a Christmas service where, while remembering those events that may have occurred in our life that can make it hard to rejoice at this time of year, we also remember how a Saviour was given, born unto us and all the hope and peace this wonderful gift of God can give.  The service will feature a Blue Christmas sermon, ribbon tying ceremony on our Christmas tree where we give to God those painful events, traditional Christmas hymns and Holy Communion.

Christmas Flower Donations:  We are accepting donations for Christmas Flowers for "Thanksgiving for" or "In Memory of".  Please complete the yellow form which is in the back of the church and place in envelope with your donation.  Please make check payable to "St. James Church" or cash is acceptable also.  If you wish to have your Memorial listed in the Christmas Service Bulletin, please be sure we receive the completed form by Sunday, December 17th.  Thank you!

Someone once said: “Coffee hour is the center of our community.”  And, they are right.  It is time to gather together and connect with each other in our ministries and faith.  It is the time for many who are too busy during the week to socialize to be able to relax and talk with fellow parishioners.  It is a time to meet and welcome newcomers.  It’s an opportunity to be the face of the church in a way that asks so little of us but gives so much back.  St. James provides everything for our coffee hour with the exception of tidbits, which is optional!  We hope to have every Sunday as an opportunity for us all to connect in the Parish Hall.  We hope you can sign up to host a Sunday or more during the year to help in this ministry.[image: image1.png]
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Thursday, December 21st 
Blue Christmas

7:00 pm

Sunday, December 24th

8:00am, Advent IV
Holy Eucharist, Rite 1
(Not a Christmas Eve service.)
There will be one service on this morning.

Christmas Eve

4:00pm
Godly Play Pageant and Holy Eucharist, Rite II with 

Christmas hymns. 

This is a family friendly service.

&

8:00pm
Festal Choral Eucharist, Rite II

Monday, December 25th
Christmas Day

One Service at 10:00am

Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Christmas Carols
Sunday, December 31st
The First Sunday after Christmas Day
One Service at 10:00am

Christmas Lessons & Carols and Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Women on the Journey
Second Annual Session of Vision Boards

Coming in January

The next Woman on the Journey meeting will be held on the Saturday, January 27, 2018.  (This is the fourth Sunday of the month).  Fellowship is from 9:30-10 and the Program is from 10-12.)
All material will be provided; if you have personal items, please feel free to bring them.   We are asking for donations of any magazines you may have already read and do not need.
Additional information about Vision Boards can be found on the church website:  www.stjamesamesbury.org.  Click on the link to Parish Announcements, Women on the Journey.  We also posted pictures of a few boards made last year.

Our Neighbors' Table:  Our Neighbors' Table is seeking assorted cereals, soups, pasta and pasta sauce along with other non-perishable foods such as canned fruits and vegetables.  There are many homeless people who need food that requires no cooking or utensils to open, eat or drink.  In addition, personal items are in need, such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, soap, shampoo, mouthwash, powder, floss, tissues, napkins, cups and any other personal care items for men, women and children. Please keep our homeless in your mind and prayers. [image: image3.png]




