PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

November 26, 2017
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Charlie & Kelly Bennett; Janice & David Meinelt
Advent Lessons & Carols:  At the 10am service on December 10th, the Liturgy of the Word will be a service of Advent Lessons and Carols followed by Holy Eucharist.  Come prepare your hearts for Christ’s coming amongst us in Scripture and Song!

2018 Pledges:  Thank you for your generous response to our 2018 Futures campaign.  Thank you also to the many people who have pledged to support our many wonderful ministries in the coming and year and to those who have made a three-year pledge. We are grateful for your devotion to this parish and its continued vital role in each of our lives. 

If you have not yet made your commitment to this parish by making a pledge we urge you to please prayerfully consider doing so..  It is through pledging that we make up the budget and one way we support our commitment to being the eyes, hands and feet of Christ in and to our world through our many ministries.  Pledge cards are available on the welcome table adjacent to the front doors and in the parish office along with an FAQ about pledging designed by our Stewardship team.  If you have any questions regarding pledging, please speak with any of our stewardship team, Laurie, Cindy or Jamie or our Treasurer Val.  

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of your gift to support the mission and ministry of this wonderful parish.  

Christmas Flowers:  We have begun accepting donations for Christmas Flowers “In Memory of” & “Thanksgivings.”  Please complete the yellow form which is in the back of the church.  The completed forms must be received by Sunday, December 17th.
Blue Christmas:  The Blue Christmas Service will be held on Thursday, December 21st at 7:00pm.  For more information check the upcoming December Newsletter.
Newburyport Choral Society:  The NCS Winter Concert will be held on Saturday, December 9th at 8pm and Sunday, December 10th at 2:30pm.  The concert is held at Belleville Congregational Church, 300 High St., Newburyport.  For additional information or to purchase tickets visit their website at:  http://www.newburyportchoralsociety.org/
MORE (
Women on the Journey
Second Annual Session of Vision Boards

Coming in January

The next Woman on the Journey meeting will be held on the Saturday, January 27, 2018.  (This is the fourth Sunday of the month).  Fellowship from 9:30-10.  Program from 10-12.)
All material will be provided; if you have personal items, please feel free to bring.  
Additional information about Vision Boards can be found on the church website:  www.stjamesamesbury.org.  Click on the link to Parish Announcements, Women on the Journey.  We also posted pictures of a few boards made last year.

Hospitality/Fellowship:  Are you are able to help with set-up and clean up today in the Parish Hall for our hospitality?  We have juices and food in the Parish Kitchen and the coffee and tea will need to be prepared.  If you are able to, please do!  Going forward, please sign up to host a Sunday.  Hosting is preparing the coffee, juice and water (for tea or hot cocoa) and setting out the cups, etc.   If the host wishes to provide tidbits, then that is welcomed also.  Please help in this ministry.  The sign-up sheet is in the Parish Hall.  

Lay Ministries:  Are you interested serving as a reader or a greeter at our service?  Do you have a calling to serve as a First Lector/Chalice?  Experience the fulfillment that these ministries bring.  Let us know!  Talk with Fr. John, Janice Meinelt or any of our lay ministers during hospitality!
Our Neighbors' Table:  Our Neighbors' Table is seeking assorted cereals, soups, pasta and pasta sauce along with other non-perishable foods such as canned fruits and vegetables.  There are many homeless people who need food that requires no cooking or utensils to open, eat or drink.  In addition, personal items are in need, such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, soap, shampoo, mouthwash, powder, floss, tissues, napkins, cups and any other personal care items for men, women and children. Please keep our homeless in your mind and prayers. 
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