
 1 

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 7 
Year B 
June 21, 2015 
 
First Reading: Job 38:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13                               Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 
 

Preached by The Reverend John A. Satula 
St. James Episcopal Church, Amesbury, MA 

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 It is amazing what you can find on Facebook.  As most of you I’m sure 

know, Facebook is an online social networking site that offers a variety of 

different services such as connecting with old and new friends, sharing pictures 

and videos, commenting on a whole range of topics with others.  An option you 

have on Facebook is “liking” different things.  When you “like” something on 

Facebook, whether it be your favorite sports team, a picture of a friend, your 

favorite Church - yes St. James is on Facebook, and you should all “like” our 

page - or your favorite television show, you are always alerted when something 

pertaining to that item appears.  As many of you know, I am a fan of the Star 

Trek series and have therefore “liked” the series on Facebook so whenever 

anything Star Trek related is posted it will appear on my Facebook page.  

Something intriguing was posted this past week. 

 The founder of an online gaming firm who is a self –professed “uber 

trekkie”, had the headquarters of his gaming company located in China designed 

and built like the Starship Enterprise, which is the space ship in the show.  So in 

the province of Fujian in China there is a massive replica of the Enterprise 
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situated in that city on the other side of the world. Perhaps the next time we look 

at doing a capital campaign we can think of redesigning the Church like the 

Enterprise and to do this we only need to raise around $160 million dollars.  

When asked why he designed an office that pays homage to Star Trek's USS 

Enterprise, he said: "I love the idea of boldly going where no one has gone 

before."  The famous motto of Star Trek, “boldly going where no has gone 

before” is a motto that actually has implications for us as Christian people as it 

echoes our journey as we attempt to boldly traverse the unchartered waters of 

our Christian lives.   

 An interesting question was posed in a commentary I read this week, 

“were the disciples more frightened during the storm” depicted in our Gospel 

passage from today, or “after Jesus silenced the storm.”  There is almost this 

dichotomy of tremendous fear in this passage.  Here are the disciples, out on the 

Sea of Galilee when suddenly “a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into 

the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped.”  St. Mark explains how 

the disciples feared they were going to perish, feared that they were going to die.   

And then they were gripped by a different kind of fear.  Jesus commands the sea 

“Peace! Be still!” And at once the winds ceased, and the sea became a dead 

calm and the disciples, all twelve of them stood in awe wondering, who is this 

that even the wind and sea obeys.  The disciples go from the fear of a raging 

storm, fear of losing their lives, terror, to a different sort of fear, a different sort of 

terror, a terror accompanied by awe, realizing that they are in the presence of the 

Living God and what that means for their lives as they contemplate the future. 
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 By the end of this passage the disciples are coming to understand that 

Jesus who has called them to follow Him, cast out demons, cured the sick, begun 

teaching of the coming of God’s Kingdom, who has now shown that even the sea 

and winds obey His commands, is not just any ordinary Man.  This realization 

probably stirs within them tremendous excitement but also fear, the fear of 

change, fear of the unknown.  For change, is where this journey with Jesus is 

leading them.  Jesus has called them from their lives as fishermen and is leading 

them on the road to becoming disciples.  He is taking them today from their 

homes, their comfort zone to the land of Gerasenes, where there is only a small 

Jewish population and over the next few weeks we will hear how Jesus 

performed many more miracles and healings that are incredibly different and 

distant from anything they have ever experienced or thought possible.  However 

when all is said and done they will truly find themselves on the other side of the 

lake renewed and transformed.  But in order to get there, they had to first be 

willing to change, willing to accept what Jesus is calling them to, a life full of 

uncertainty, full of the unknown, He is calling them to boldly go where they have 

not gone before trusting and believing that He, the one who has called them and 

whose call they have answered, Jesus of Nazareth, is the Holy One of God, is 

the Christ, is the Saviour who in the end makes all things new. 

 Boldly going where no one has gone before, or simply going where we 

have not gone before sounds adventurous and exciting but it can be truly 

terrifying when we are actually confronted with the possibility of embarking on 

such journeys.  When Jesus stood on the Mount preaching the beatitudes, the 
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antitheses, what He was preaching was very different, perhaps even contrary to 

what the crowds had been taught or use to thinking concerning Jewish Law and 

practice.  What the people, the disciples had to accept was that through Jesus’ 

message God was calling them to reimagine and act in ways that were quite 

unfamiliar and challenging.  Listening to the Word of God, as we do every 

Sunday, accepting the Word of God, encountering God can be very difficult at 

times because perhaps what God is saying will cause us to encounter change as 

the disciples did, change that can be terrifying.   

 Something we have been hearing a lot about over the past few years is 

the decline in Church attendance within the mainstream denominations.  There 

have been many Church’s that have had to close their doors.  Two of the 

Churches where I was an associate had to eliminate the associate position 

because of financial difficulty.  There has been a call that we as the Episcopal 

Church must re-envision and reimagine how we do Church.  This can be 

frightening because we may not want to change and yet if we don’t it could mean 

shutting our doors altogether.  A member of the search committee said to me 

during my interview that St. James does not see change as a bad word and is 

willing to change.  This has already been demonstrated when as a congregation 

you took the leap of faith to hire a ¾ time Rector rather than a ½ time Rector.  I 

have been told this decision was reached after much prayer and discernment, 

relying on the Spirit’s guidance and although perhaps a little frightening also 

hopeful that through this decision the parish will continue to infuse the Church 

with spiritual nourishment and vibrancy by continuing those ministries it always 
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participated in as well as by embarking on new ways of spreading the Gospel to 

our brothers and sisters.  A Gospel that is so desperately needed to be heard in 

the world today, especially in the wake of the horrifying atrocity that took place 

this past week in Charleston, because the Gospel is the Good News of God.  

Good News that teaches tolerance, forgiveness and love as demonstrated by the 

people of Emmanuel Church.  We have all been changed by what happened 

Wednesday.  The question is, how do we make this change positive and 

reflective of our faith?  One way, is to remember as shown by the people of 

Emmanuel Church, is that love and forgiveness are possible even in the most 

horrific of circumstances.   

 When the disciples answered Jesus’ call and continued to follow Him 

throughout His ministry, they were taking a chance, a chance that this change 

they were encountering within themselves, their surroundings, their way of 

thinking was being guided by the Son of God.  We heard two weeks ago that 

their religious leaders were calling Jesus the devil.  But the disciples took a 

chance, boldly going?  Perhaps.  But maybe better just simply going where they 

had never gone before and experiencing tremendous transformation and grace 

that continued even after Jesus Ascended into Heaven and they were filled with 

the Holy Spirit.  However, this journey was far from what they had expected and 

through following Jesus, their beliefs and actions were transformed.    

Encountering Jesus which we do every Sunday, can be very difficult.  I 

spoke with a parishioner once at another Church who had real issues with Jesus’ 

teaching that we should “turn the other cheek, pray for those who persecute us.”  
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Change, following Jesus’ call, can be very difficult and at times, counterintuitive, 

maybe even terrifying.  One way to face this challenge of what to do when we 

encounter Jesus and hear Him calling us to change, is to realize that when Jesus 

calls us to change whether we answer that call or not we are changed because 

that decision will effect our lives going forward.  In one of the prayers during our 

nighttime service called Compline, we pray for God to be present with us “who 

are wearied by the changes and chances in this life.”  We are always changing 

and as we will see in a few moments our community as well as the entire 

Christian community will be changed as a new member enters that 

community.  In a few moments Sean Michael will be baptized and through 

Baptism will be forever changed as he will die to his old life of sin and be raised 

to newness of life in Jesus Christ.  He will become a fully initiated member of the 

Church and by that initiation we are all changed for we are welcoming a new 

member into our community, into the Christian community, forever changing all of 

us.  We do not know all this change will mean, what will happen in the 

future.  But we do know that our community will be strengthened as we initiate 

another member into Christ’s fold.   

Change can be difficult as it can bring about feelings of fear, doubt and 

uncertainty.  However when we do our best to follow Jesus, even though we may 

struggle and wrestle with what that means at times, remember as we renew our 

Baptismal Covenant, all the promises we make, we make with and through God’s 

help.  It is through that help that we can view change not as a bad word but as 

something that can bring about hope, renewal and strength as it did for the 
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disciples.  My friends as we make our way through life at times venturing into 

places we haven’t gone before let us trust and believe that no matter what those 

uncharted waters maybe, what storms may arise, that through God’s help and 

grace we will always emerge on the other side; renewed, transformed and eager 

to share our witness, our faith, our Good News, Jesus Christ with the world.  

 
And now to God be Glory, Majesty, Honor and Praise forever and forever.  

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 


