
 1 

The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 11 
Year B 
July 19, 2015 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 23 
Second Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22                    Gospel: Mark 6:30-33, 53-56 
 

Preached by The Reverend John A. Satula 
St. James Episcopal Church, Amesbury, MA 

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 In 2007, I went on a mission trip to Nicaragua with a group from the 

Church in which I grew up.  This was primarily a building trip.  Together, we and 

the people of the community built walls for a bathroom at a school, readied the 

floors in the classrooms for a tiled floor to be laid, scraped and painted the walls 

in the classrooms as well as dug a foundation and began laying those first few 

blocks down for a brand new house, for a family of four, a project that would be 

completed by subsequent groups.  I felt while in Nicaragua, we had done good 

work, good work that would make a difference, good work that others would build 

on, good work that would last.  I remember upon arriving back home, spending 

the entire car ride to my house excitedly telling my family all we had done and 

about the different experiences I had—including what it was like for me being out 

of the country for the first time.   As I read through our readings from this 

morning, I began to think how my excitement was probably akin to the disciples’ 

excitement as they “gathered around Jesus, and told Him all they had done and 

taught.”   
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 Two weeks ago, we heard how Jesus sent the disciples out two by two 

and gave them authority over the unclean spirits and how “they went out and 

proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with 

oil many who were sick and cured them.”  Today we hear of their return from this 

mission and how as they gathered around Jesus, told Him about all they had 

done, all whom they met, all that they had accomplished, the good work they had 

done.  Their excitement must have been palpable.  Jesus then invites them to 

rest for a while but when the people recognize them, they hurry after them and 

arrive where Jesus and the disciples are headed first, so that they too can 

become a part of what Jesus has brought to the world. . .Good News.   

 Our mission as Christ’s disciples today is no different than the disciples 

mission was two thousand years ago.  We are called to proclaim Jesus Christ to 

the world, to proclaim Christ in our lives and to others, through prayer, through 

teachings, through actions, through miracles.  Sometimes a question that is 

asked is how?  How do we do this? How do we make the Gospel come alive for 

people today?  This is a truly wonderful passage because it speaks about 

Christian mission and about the Church’s mission and especially about how to 

live into that mission and offer that mission to others. 

 We can sometimes read passages from the Gospel and become a little 

discouraged.  We hear about how the disciples went out and cured many who 

were sick, cast out demons and we may sometimes feel “we can’t do that.”  But 

the point is we can.  A very important part of this passage is what happens when 

Jesus takes the disciples away to rest.  We hear as Jesus “went ashore there 
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was a great crowd and He had compassion for them, because they were like 

sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.”  And what 

does Jesus teach them?  St. Mark doesn’t tell us. However what has Jesus been 

teaching up to this point?  He has been teaching about the Good News.  He has 

been teaching about the coming of the Kingdom of God, about repentance and 

forgiveness, about grace and Salvation, about how to act in accordance with 

what God intends for all people and He has performed many great signs of His 

Messiahship.  He reaches out to the people and through His teachings, brings 

them hope.  Through His teachings the people, just like the disciples, became 

inspired and something within them called them to follow Jesus, to believe in 

Jesus.  This is the same inspiration that has come to us and now it is our 

mission, it is our privilege to continue bringing that hope and inspiration to others, 

others who are lost, who are afflicted or just on a journey of their own, seeking 

something they maybe cannot put into words. One way we can bring this mission 

and offer this mission to others is through our Church, through St. James. 

 When Jesus began His ministry, when the disciples went out bringing that 

ministry to the world they offered the people what they truly needed, a sense of 

hope, of God’s abiding love for them and with them.   Beginning in the Fall, the 

vestry and I will be holding small, informal gatherings entitled “Greet the New 

Rector” on Saturday mornings at the homes of different parishioners.  There are 

many different reasons for these gatherings, one of them is to give us an 

opportunity to look at what we need from St. James, what we want St. James to 

be going forward and also about what we can offer the larger community.  I invite 
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us to take some time to think about this opportunity over the next few weeks - 

what do we need, what might the community need in order to help engender the 

same excitement others have felt throughout the centuries living out the Gospel.  

Maybe weekly Bible study groups, weekday services, new ways to promote our 

existing ministries such as altar guild, altar servers, choir, Church School, youth 

group; perhaps there is interest in starting new ministries, an opportunity to serve 

on mission trips, maybe you have heard from community members about 

community needs that we could help address. Noted theologian David Lose 

writes “in recent years, lots and lots of people are not remotely hostile to church 

but simply don’t consider it a particularly compelling option in light of all the other 

things they might do on any given Sunday.”  He continues, “Which is why I’d like 

to shift the conversation from coming to church out of a sense of duty to one of 

coming out of a sense of delight, and desire, and anticipation. But that will only 

happen if we’re clear and honest about what we – as individuals and a 

community – need in order to flourish and be the people God has called us to 

be.”  (David Lose, Working Preacher).  By listening to our needs and offering 

ministries and programs that meet those needs, we will continue making St. 

James a vibrant, thriving and exciting place, one that ministers just as the 

disciples did to the needs of the people.  This is the Mission of the Church, to 

reach out to all people.   

 Listening and answering our needs and the needs of others is one way to 

live out the Gospel.  Through us, St. James can continue in that ministry of caring 

for the needs of each other, for our community and for our world by meeting our 
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needs no matter how simple or complex they may be.  Living out Jesus’ ministry 

is exciting and invigorating, we are exciting and invigorating and there is a 

present need at St. James to share that excitement with others, and through us 

others will want to take part in and experience the excitement of living out the 

Gospel in their lives.  All it takes is a desire to experience this, a need and desire 

to spread the Good News and to be open to that Good News.   

 Hearing that Good News is not always easy depending on how the 

changes and chances of this life are affecting us as we live our daily lives, but 

one of the gifts of this Good News is that when we need rest and refreshment like 

the disciples, Jesus invites us to that rest and that is a way too that St. James 

can offer hope and answer needs.  By knowing that when we need refreshment 

the Church is there for us, our sisters and brothers of St. James are there for us 

as I have seen us be there for each other over the past seven months, this is 

truly a wonderful gift in another’s life that we all can offer.  There are so many 

ways to continue Jesus’ ministry so let’s shift the question of how to the question 

of what?  What ways we do we envision and see ourselves living out that 

ministry.    

 When I was in Nicaragua in 2007, that house my group laid the foundation 

for has since been completed.  A family of four who had been living in a house 

using garbage bags for walls and a flimsy roof now live in a safe, strong, 

protected house.  For them, it was a dream come true, it was a miracle and 

followers of Christ made that miracle happen.  We are called to proclaim Jesus 

Christ to the world, we are privileged to proclaim Jesus Christ to the world, and 
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we can do this in so many ways; through our lives, through prayer, through 

teaching, through actions, through miracles!  My friends we are blessed to do 

this, and through proclaiming Christ in our lives we will be filled with that same 

hope and excitement, enthusiasm and joy the disciples and the people felt who 

followed Jesus, two thousand years ago!   

 

And now to God be Glory, Majesty, Honor and Praise forever and forever.  

Amen. 

  

 

  

    

  

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 


